Use of certain longer and shorter
alternatives
Many longer expressions have shorter alternatives. Examples are given below:
Plenty of / a lot of / a great deal of = many / much
A long way / a long way oﬀ = far / far oﬀ
The longer forms are generally used in the aﬃrmative; the shorter forms are used in the
negative and questions.
I have a lot of work to do. (More natural than I have much work to do.)
Do you have much work to do? (More natural than Do you have a lot of work to do.)
There isn’t much food in the house. (More natural than There isn’t plenty of food in the
house.)
Were there many people at the meeting? (More natural than Were there a lot of people at the
meeting.)
Plenty of students want to study abroad.
Are there many students who want to study abroad?
Yes, but there aren’t many students who can aﬀord it. (You can’t say: ‘There aren’t plenty of
students who can aﬀord it.)
The airport is a long way oﬀ. (More natural than The airport is far oﬀ.)
Is the airport far oﬀ? (NOT Is the airport a long way oﬀ?)
No, the airport isn’t far oﬀ.
Notes
Many and far are occasionally used in aﬃrmative sentences. The longer forms may be
occasionally used in questions, but are almost never used in negative sentences.
Exercise
Make the following sentences negative.
1. They have done a great deal of research on the subject.
2. A lot of money has been spent on the project.
3. Beijing is a long way from here.
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Use of certain longer and shorter
alternatives
Answers
1. They haven’t done much research on the subject.
2. Not much money has been spent on the project.
3. Beijing isn’t far from here.
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